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The Greek historian Herodotus
According to Herodotus, the Persian Empire consisted of many tribes led by the Pasargadae, Maraphians, and Maspians, but the Pasargadae was the noblest. As a result, they played a major part in influencing the religious and cultural traditions and practices of the Persians. One aspect of Persian worship that Herodotus found strange and different was the lack of images of the gods. These people believed that the gods did not have the same nature as men. Moreover, they did not build places of worship that were characterized by altars and temples but ascended to the highest mountains to offer sacrifices to their chief god Zeus. However, they also offered sacrifices to the sun, moon, fire, earth, winds, and water. Another aspect of worship that Herodotus found strange was the practice of offering sacrifices. When offering sacrifices, the Persians set no altar, lit no fire, and poured no libations. Moreover, they did not sound a flute, put on no chaplets and consecrated barley-cake, but allowed the sacrificer to bring their victim to a sacred point on the ground where the sacrifice would occur.  After calling on the name of the god whom he intended to offer his sacrifice, he proceeded to cut and boil the victim’s flesh, which was blessed by a Magi through a hymn, and later the sacrifice was allowed to do with the flesh what they pleased.
From the reading, one aspect of Greek worship was the practice of building temples and altars used for worshiping their gods, a practice the Persians saw as foolishness. These temples were also places for sacrifices. Moreover, during Greek sacrifices, they raised altars, lit fire, poured libations, and sounded flutes to accompany the ritual. They did not offer their sacrifices on lofty mountains, or worship aspects of the universe such as the sun, moon, earth, water, fire, and winds, but believed in the existence of other gods.
Two other cultural practices of the Persians that intrigued Herodotus were their reverence for one’s birthday and manner of greetings. The birthday was the greatest day in the Persian calendar as it was celebrated by both rich and poor. The rich sacrificed an ox, camel, horse, or ass to be baked whole and served to them. The poor sacrificed little cattle that meant little solid food, but the feast was abundant with a dessert served in dishes at a time. Apart from the birthday, greetings were another unique customary practice by the Persians. When they met on the streets, it was possible to know by their manner of greetings if the people meeting were of equal ranks. Persians of the same social standing greeted each other by kissing on the lips while a kiss on the cheek meant one person was a little inferior to the other. However, where the ranking was great, the inferior individual prostrated themselves on the ground.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What Herodotus admired about the Persians was the manner the people readily adopted foreign customs and traditions. They wore Egyptian breastplates during the wars and readily adopted the dressing of Medes as they considered it superior to their own. The practice was entrenched by the noble class. As soon as they heard of any luxury presented by a foreign culture, they instantly made it their own, an unnatural lust that they adopted from the Greeks. Moreover, Herodotus also admired the way Persians revered the institution of the family with the man as its head. Apart from military excellence, a man received gifts and tokens from the king for raising the largest family in the kingdom, as the Persians believed strength lay in numbers. 
